
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
         Friday the 9th of May 2025 

 
Important Upcoming Events 2025 

9 May 
(and every Friday) 

- 8.30 - 8.50am Whānau Friday. Everyone welcome to come into the kete and enjoy 
looking at the week’s learning 

13 May - 5.30pm Board meeting in the staffroom - everyone welcome 
Come along if you are interested in finding out more about the role of a trustee - 
especially as Board elections are coming up later this year 

16 May - TKM - EOTC trip to Wildbase Recovery 
- House t-shirt day 

19 May - 11am School Cross Country races (postponement day is 21/5) 

26 - 30 May - Samoan Language Week 

NEW ITEM 
27 May 

-  TKW to Wildbase Recovery Centre 

NEW ITEM 
29 May 

- TKP EOTC trip to Wildbase Recovery 

30 May 
 

- Teacher only day - SCHOOL IS CLOSED.  
Staff will be undertaking PLD in the new mathematics curriculum with our Kahui Ako 
colleagues 

2 June - Public holiday for the King's Birthday.  SCHOOL CLOSED, 

6 June - School assembly - TKT sharing some of their learning. Everyone welcome 

11 June - Noon - 2.30pm Year 5/6 Interschool Cross Country for selected ākonga 

13 June - House t-shirt day 

16 June - Puanga/Matariki celebration evening - more detail to come but save this date! 

17 June - 5.30pm Board meeting in the staffroom - everyone welcome 
Come along if you are interested in finding out more about the role of a trustee 

20 June - Public holiday for Matariki. SCHOOL IS CLOSED 

27 June - 3pm School closes for the end of term 2 
 

14 July -  8.50am School opens for term 3 



UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Ngā mihi kia koutou 

 

Winter sports are underway, with both hockey and basketball having school based teams. My sincere thanks 
both to the staff who coordinate the sports teams and to the parents who give of their time to coach/manage 
teams. We couldn’t provide these opportunities for our tamariki without each of you. 
 

I ask that whānau reinforce the school expectations that all ākonga behave in a respectful manner on the sports 
field, whether it be a practice or a game. We also ask that you remind the children that they have made a 
commitment to their team for the whole season. There is nothing more frustrating for everyone than being 
short of players because someone changes their mind. 
 
TE PAE TAMARIKI - a message from Ms Blay 
Our Year 3-6 kapa haka tamariki are busy preparing for our upcoming performance at Te Pae Tamariki. This 
preparation includes Thursday morning sessions at 8:00am in the hall with Ms Blay and Mr Masoe. A reminder 
that these early morning sessions are only for the Year 3-6 tamariki who returned their permission forms. 
Siblings are welcome due to the timing but Ms Blay needs to be informed of this so that supervision is given.  

Permission forms for Te Pae Tamariki will come home next week. At this stage we are performing on Tuesday 
3rd of June but due to organisation we are unsure of our performance time. Please contact Ms Blay if you have 
any questions. 
 
ICAS ASSESSMENT 
Hokowhitu School is offering students the opportunity to be involved in the ICAS Assessments for 2025. ICAS is 
an online academic competition that gives students the opportunity to challenge their higher order thinking and 
problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, Science, Writing, Spelling Bee, and Digital Technologies. 
 
Whānau wanting their child to participate in the ICAS Assessment can register and pay for it by using the online 
Parent Page accessible by following the link below. All assessments are done online and will be completed at 
school during term 3. A timetable will come out early term 3 with assessment dates.  
 

Parent Page link - https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/parent-payment/WIE149 
Parent code - WIE149 

 
Registration Closes Monday 28th of July 2025. If you have any questions please email Mr Hawkins 

(r.hawkins@hokowhitu.school.nz) the organiser of ICAS Assessment for Hokowhitu School. 

 

 
Yummy Sticker Collection 
We are once again collecting yummy stickers here at school, sticker charts are available to download on the 
yummy fruit website - www.yummyfruit.co.nz OR we have some copies in the school office. 
You can hand these to Mrs Orr or the school office. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/parent-payment/WIE149
mailto:r.hawkins@hokowhitu.school.nz
http://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/


ATTENDANCE 

Every day at school counts. 

School aged children should be at school every day, except when they are medically unwell (or in the case of 
exceptional circumstances such as bereavement). 
 

We are setting goals for attendance here at school and our target for Term 2 is to have  78% of our ākonga 
attending regularly over the whole school. We have set this target by making a small allowance for winter 
illnesses. 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We exceeded our school wide target in week 1 with 84% of our ākonga attending school for 90% or more of 
the time. This was VERY pleasing, so keep it up. Ka pai - let’s celebrate with an extended morning tea break 
next Monday! 

 
 



 ATAWHAI AWARDS     

TKW: Maddie W - Maddie is a super learner in Huia. She shows STRIVE in everything she does. Maddie is kind 
and caring and will always offer to help others. Maddie also shows atawhai by helping to keep our classroom 
environment clean and tidy. Thank you for being such a role model to the other tamariki in TKW Maddie. He 
whetu koe. You are a star. 

 

TKP: Ivan T - Ivan is a kind and caring member of Te Kete Pounamu. He sits back and waits patiently for others 
to go before him, never hurrying them up or pushing ahead. Ivan tries to find solutions to problems first before 
asking a teacher to help and support him. He is a fantastic role model on the mat, displaying excellent mat 
manners and respect. It is a pleasure having Ivan in TKP. He whetu koe, you are a star! 

 

TKM: Aaden W - Aaden, you quietly go about your day. You are always respectful, polite and show atawhai to 
the teachers and your classmates. Your willingness to help others who might need a little extra support is 
admirable. You consistently strive to do your best, are willing to challenge yourself and demonstrate some deep 
thinking. He aroha whakatō, he aroha puta mai (If kindness is sown then kindness you shall receive.) 

 

TKA: Madison T - Madison, you are a very kind member of TKA. You demonstrate great patience and explain 
things clearly to your peers. You listen with empathy and understanding when others come to you with a 
problem, and your thoughtful nature shines through in everything you do. Your teachers especially appreciate 
the way you show kindness by listening attentively and following directions with care. 

 

TKT: Tupuse F - Tupuse, you are a supportive, kind and thoughtful member of Te Kete Tangaroa to both peers 
and teachers alike. Your happy disposition and gentle nature make you an amazing asset to your kete. We really 
appreciate you.  

 

STAFF: Mr Sloan - Mr Sloan does a fantastic job in keeping on top of ‘all things ICT’ in our kura. He is regularly 
troubleshooting, purchasing new equipment, ordering replacement computers for staff, liaising with 
technicians. The list is pretty much endless. Thank you for showing atawhai in this way Sam, we value you! 

                                    
Have a lovely weekend everyone 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Important Information for Parents & Guardians 
 

- Please respect the privacy of all ākonga when taking photos or videos. Please do not publish 
any photos containing other children from any school event. 

 
- Please look out for kete 

newsletters - these include additional specific dates/events for that kete. 

 
 

Ways to Contact The Office When Your Child Will Be Late Or Absent 
Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 

Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 
App - See how to download the App below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/ 

School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 

Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it can take a long 
time to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your child is safe and not a missing 

child. Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t always see emails when they are teaching. Thank 
you. 

 
 

Please download our school App if you haven't already, all IMPORTANT/URGENT notifications 
will come through this channel. Follow the directions as stated below 
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SPORTS 
 

“Play hard, play fair and most of all HAVE FUN”! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sports available at Hokowhitu School for 2025 
 

We will let you know in upcoming newsletters when these sports are open on Kindo. 
(Please note Rugby and Winter Soccer are CLUB sports, these ARE NOT offered at Hokowhitu School). 

 
SPORTS UNIFORMS 

We hire out our sports uniforms for the calendar year. Please ensure when registering for a sport you also hire a 
sports uniform. You only need to do this once a year. All uniforms get returned at the end of the year. If they do 

not get returned, you will get invoiced the $70 for a replacement uniform, thank you. 

 

If you have any sports related questions please feel free to contact 
Carlee Hodge - c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz OR Stacey Tayler - s.tayler@hokowhitu.school.nz 

 
 

Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Netball -  
Years 5 & 6 

Basketball -   
Years 3 - 6 

Futsal - Years 3 - 6  Summer Soccer - Years 0 - 6  

Summer Hockey - 
Years 1 - 6 

Winter Hockey -   
Years 1 - 6 

T-Ball - Years 0 - 2 
 

Netball - Years 0 - 4 
 

Badminton -  
Years 5 & 6 

 
Badminton - Years 4, 5 & 6 Summer Hockey - Years 0 - 6 

   
Touch Rugby - Years 0 - 6  

   
Volleyball - Years 4, 5 & 6   

These sports are 
available in term one 
and they close for 
registration in week 2 
of term 1.  

These sports are 
available in term two 
and three and they close 
for registration in week 
9 of term 1. 

These sports are available in 
terms three and/or four and 
registration closes in term 3. 

These sports are available in term 
four and they close for registration 
in term 3. 

mailto:c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
 

Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Miller - For great sharing of her new knowledge about Antarctica. 
Ava - For great sharing of her new knowledge about Antarctica. 
Manaki-Vai - For excellent sharing of new knowledge about Antarctica. 
Mila - For excellent sharing of new knowledge about Antarctica. 
Te Paia - For working hard on your reading. Tino pai. 
Tiesha - For your confidence in speaking to the class. Kā rawe. 
Methila - For talking loudly and clearly to an audience during oral language. Tino Pai.                                                                              
Henry - For delivering an excellent talk about his holiday. Kā rawe. 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Hayze - For leading the literacy follow up group when we did heart words and speed sounds. Ka rawe! 
Sasha - For trying hard in our cross country running, especially up the hill. Kā pai! 
Jack - For showing atawhai towards others in the kete and sharing during maths iPads time. Mahi tika ana! 
Eesa - For being a 'switched on' mathematician. Tino pai!    
Oakley - For managing yourself in literacy and showing enthusiasm towards your learning. 
Worood - For focusing well during our whole class maths sessions. Tino pai! 
Navya - Fantastic enthusiasm with singing our assembly song. 
Ahmad - Fantastic enthusiasm in maths! 
Sebastian - You are writing amazing, descriptive sentences. Keep it up! 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Maggie - For doing great thinking when regrouping in subtraction. 
Cara - For asking and answering tricky questions in both math and literacy. 
Dontae - For doing some great learning because you make good choices about where and who you sit with. 
Romannah - For being a wonderful help to another student during our adjective poem writing. 
Abel - For using some good adjectives in the adjective poem. 
Meilah - For super recall of 2s, 5s, 10s times tables during practice. 
Adam - For great contributions of adjectives during our adjective poem workshop. 
Sid - For remembering previously taught ideas and sharing them with everyone. 
Claudia - For presenting all of your code work to a high standard. 
 
Te Kete Aronui 
Quinn - For working hard to summarise information about Whales in your own words. 
Paikea, Aliza- For working hard to master improper and mixed fractions. 
Yuleena, Hanna & Anna W - For working hard to understand improper fractions and mixed numbers. 
Daeun, Lukson - For working hard in maths and persevering. 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Afokoula - For persevering with her opening statement in writing - keep it up, Afo! 
Charlie - For learning a new skill at maths and having the confidence to model it to the whole class.  
Shahzain - For his wonderful maths and sharing this learning with his new friend.  
K-J - For his enthusiasm and detail when creating dot art - Well done, KJ! 
Ajay - For his dedication to writing his report on Marine Reserves.   
Joel - For creating a beautiful and detailed dot art and helping others to complete theirs to a high standard.  
William - For a fantastic plan for his report on Marine Reserves - We can't wait to 
see what you produce!  
Donnacha - For his beautiful manners and appreciation of his teachers - thank 
you, Donnacha! 
Leon - For showing kindness in learning time by helping others to solve problems 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


